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History preserved ... 

Information contained in this booklet was 
gathered from various past writings 
The facts were not checked for accuracy, 
only collected to present for your enjoyment.... 

Doc Chittum's office building and memorabilia within 
are owned and preserved by the Sorento Homecoming 
Association. A committee of volunteers collect and orga¬ 
nize any and all information and artifacts pertaining to Doc 
Chittum and the history of his life in Sorento Illinois. 

The Sorento Homecoming Association is a Not for Profit 
Organization that relies entirely on donations and fundrais¬ 
ers, and the help of volunteers. 

All proceeds from this booklet, as well as the Chittum 
Chili Jamboree will insure that the legend of Doc Chittum 
lives on in the Sorento community and surrounding areas. 

Contributions to the Chittum Fund are always appreciated 
and always welcome. Donations can be sent to the Sorento 
Homecoming Association and specified for the Chittum 
Building Fund. 

Thank you to all the people who took the time to help 

make this event and this booklet possible. Thanks to a lot 

of caring people, history will be preserved... 



If you read and download this eBook we would appreciate a 
donation to help us to continue preserving our heritage. 

TO: Sorento Homecoming Association 

P.O. Box 85 Sorento, IL 62086 




1861 - 1955 


Jason Dysard Chittum was born November 5 th , 1861, in 
the rolling West Virginia hills of White Sulphur Springs. He 
was the son of Jason P. Chittum, a Methodist preacher, and 
Sarah Dysard Chittum. When Jason was just a boy, ten years 
old, his family set out on a quest for a better life. The 
covered wagon that became their transportation and home 
for quite some time was bound for Ozark territory. The 
harsh Illinois winters of November landed them in Douglas 
County Illinois, where they sought refuge with family of the 
young Mrs. Chittum. Young Jason and his family soon 
found a dwelling to call their own, and alas, Illinois became 
home to them! 

When Jason was twelve, his sister became quite ill. Young 
Jason watched with fascination as the local 
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doctor came to call frequently. Jason had found himself a 
hero and proclaimed that he too would someday be a Doctor 
and would tend to the ailing as caring as this doctor 
tended to his sister. The challenge before him was diffi¬ 
cult, but Jason was determined to achieve his goal! 

He taught school and saved to earn enough money for the 
tuition to medical school. Finally Jason entered and grad¬ 
uated Pre-Med at Central Nonnal College in Danville, Indi¬ 
ana. And in 1881, at the young age of 20, Jason graduated 
from Keokuk Medical College, in Keokuk Iowa. Doctor 
Chittum set up his very first practice in Elkhart Illinois. 

In 1892, Doc married a schoolteacher from Tuscola, Illi¬ 
nois, named Elnora "Nora" Stephenson. Life was good, but 
Doc was not satisfied with his practice, and yearned to be 
the "country" Doc, much like the one that had tended his 
sister years before. He wrote to his friend, Dr. John T. 
Reeves, who had a practice in Vandalia Illinois. Doctor 
Reeves told him of a practice that was for sale in Soren- 
to, and thought it might be just what Doc was looking for. 
In 1895, Doc Chittum bought the practice in Sorento, 
from Dr. Win T Easley, and hung out his own shingle. 

By 1896, Doc's wife had joined him in the small 
country town and they had their first and only child, Stella 
Mae. Doc's wife taught piano lessons instead of returning 
to her teaching. The family settled into the community, 
Nora as the music teacher and her husband as the beloved 
"Doc" that everyone began to rely on. 
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Doc traveled the countryside in a buggy, drawn by his 
ever-faithful white mare, Daisy. The two became quite 
familiar, trotting around tending to the sick and injured. Doc 
and Daisy became everyone's confidant and friend. 

But Doc's word also became law! If Doc said you were 
sick, then you were sick! If Doc said you needed to 
swallow that awful tasting medicine, then you just did it! Doc 
was always there when he was needed and people relied on 
him to make everything better. 

As things sometimes change, so did Doc's outlook on 
greener pastures. In 1910, Doc sold his practice in Sorento 
and moved on to Decatur to set up another practice. (Years 
later Doc admitted that this was one big mistake!) Fortu¬ 
nately, the young Doctor that had bought the Sorento 
practice, was not the "country' doctor type, and in less 
then 6 months he was writing Doc Chittum a letter saying he 
was leaving. Doc Chittum's answer to that letter was to pack 
up his practice and head home. Word has it that folks cheered 
when Doc rolled into town in his old second hand Model T 
Ford! 

Doc's wife, Nora, once again set up her music lessons, 
and taught many local musicians over a 35 year span. Nora 

passed away on August 29 th , 1943, at the age of 77. 

Daughter Stella May, returned to Sorento, in 1940, after 
graduating from Milliken University, in Decatur. Upon her 
return, she began to teach music and to help her father with his 
paperwork. She cared for both her Mother and Father until their 
deaths. 
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Doc Chittum continued his practice for nearly 60 years. 
Even though 15 years of records were destroyed in a fire 
in 1910, it is estimated that Doc delivered some 1300 
children in the Sorento area. The last one was delivered in 
January of 1955, just two months before Doc's death at the 
age of 93. 

Doc was a member of many prominent organizations over 
the years, and received many prestigious awards. He was a 
member of the Sorento Presbyterian Church, and was 
also an honored member of Bond County Medical Society 
where he was one time President, and The American Medical 
Society. He was part of the staff at both Hillsboro and 
Litchfield hospitals. At the time of his death he was Dean 
of Bond County Physicians. 

The legend of this true "Country Doc" will continue to live 
on in the small town of Sorento, Illinois. His office and 
whatever records and memorabilia that are left are being 
turned into a memorial museum. 

The old office building, and the land it sits on were donated 
to the Sorento Homecoming Association. Members of this 
organization take great pride in displaying and talking 
about their Doc Chittum collection. This great bit of history 
is kept alive by donations and fundraisers. 

By purchasing this booklet, or making a donation, 
you are helping us keep a bit of our history alive. 

THANK YOU! 
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Doc Chittum and his daughter, Stella Mae 
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Stella Mae Chittum Born December 15, 1896 
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Doc Chittum and wife Nora Chittum 




Doc Chittum’s Office and Museum 

Main Street, Sorento, Illinois 


Doc Chittum's office as it looks at present day. The 
building has been recently painted; shutters are installed 
and kept closed, for security. 

The interior has been recently dry walled and painted, and 
the electric has been rewired. Much of the interior remains 
original. The bookshelves are the ones used by Doctor 
Chittum, and part of the linoleum is from the original 
floor. The old surgical light remains hanging from the ceiling. 


Sorento Homecoming Association plans to continue the 
restoration as funds allow. Tours of the building are always 
welcome. Contact Sheryl Leneave or Donna Thacker for 
more information. 
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